EXPEDITION TO TAIP1NG DISTRICT 1*7

Tniping, the whole region presented n heart-
rending and depressing seene of wild waste and
devastation. Whole villages were depopulated
and left in it dilapidated condition* Out of a
population of 500*000 only a few dozen people
were Keen wandering about in a listless, hopeless
condition, very much emaciated and looking like
walking skeletons.

After ii week's journey we reached the village
of San Kcw% where we were met and welcomed
by three tea-men who had been in Shanghai
about four years previous* It seemed that they
had succeeded in weathering the storm which had
swept away the hulk of the population and left
them among the surviving few. They were
mighty glud to see us, and our uppeiirimee in the
village seemed to he a God-send. Among the
houses that were* left intact, f selected the best
of them to he my headquarters for the transaction
of the ten hiittitum, The old tca-meit were
brought in to ctHtpernte in the business and they
showed tin where the ten was stored* I was told
that in Han Kow th<*re were fit least five hundred
thousand boxen, hut in the whole district of
Taipltxg there were? at leant n million and a half
boxen, about lixty pounds of ten to n box*

At the end of another week, I returned to            overrun
